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Newsletter No.2: 3rd September 2010

Dear Parents,

At BIPSS we place a great deal of importance on creating and maintaining a positive and supportive learning
environment. High expectations of behaviour and effort underpin this.

Buzzzzzzzzzzzz

The ‘Golden Rules’ have been a focus for discussion
in classes and assemblies over the last couple of
weeks. The most important rule of all is the final
one ‘Be a Great Learner’, and children will be
encouraged to think about this and develop their
own skills as learners over the coming weeks.
Learning skills such as effort, persistence, checking
own work and asking for help will all be highlighted
at school but please do support these at home too.

How Can You Help?

Ask your child to tell you about their
own classroom rules and talk about
how rules help us to be safe and to
learn well.

Taking responsibility for organising themselves and
their belongings is a key factor in encouraging an
independent attitude towards learning. Please help
teachers to ensure this by:

Encouraging your child to enter the school or
classroom by themselves ready for their working
day.

Ensuring that your child is in school, and the
teaching areas and corridors are quiet and
clear of people, ready for lessons to beqin
punctually at 8.45 a.m.

Encourage children to focus on being ‘Great
Learners’ by asking ‘what did you learn today?’
rather than what they did.

A Great Learner is someone who moves forward in
comparison to their own previous knowledge, skills
and understanding; it is not about being better than
another person. Notice your child’s progress in any
area (not just academic) and point this out to them.
Encourage children to recognise, and feel pride
about, progress they have made.

Make sure your children understand that their
teachers are there to help them learn; children
should always tell them if they do not understand or
need some help. Good learners answer questions;
GREAT Learners ask questions!

Courtesy

We have some remarkably polite children (and
adults!) in our school and we want to acknowledge
and encourage polite words and behaviour in
children’s interactions with one another, and with
adults — it’'s connected with the ‘Be kind and gentle’
‘Golden Rule’ (see above).

If you would like to encourage this too, please talk
to your children about why courtesy is important (it
shows respect and caring for other people) and how
it makes us feel when other people say ‘thank you’,
‘you’re welcome’ and smile as they step aside to let
us pass. Thank you!

Extra Curricular Activities

Accompanying this letter is a list of the activities,
their starting dates and the children attending.
Unfortunately the Art, Basketball and Music &
Drama clubs were oversubscribed and places had to
be allocated by lottery. Mrs. Orbelli (Music &
Drama) will be contacting parents to see if they wish
to be put on a waiting list in the event of children
dropping out of the class.

During the extra curricular activities which take
place after school hours, the tutors are at all times
responsible for the supervision of the children in
their care. Children who are waiting for a recorder
or piano lesson must be supervised by a parent and
should wait quietly outside the appropriate room.

The outside doors will be locked at the end of the
school day and when the activity is finished the
tutor will then escort the children outside to meet
their parents. Please ensure that you collect
your child(ren) promptly at the end of the
activity.
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Sweatshirts and T.shirts

The school sweatshirts and T-shirts will be on sale in
the dining room on Tuesday and Wednesday next
week between 8.35 a.m. - 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m.
— 3.30 p.m. The cost of sweatshirts is SEK180 each
and the cost of House T-shirts is SEK60 each. It
would be appreciated if you could bring the correct
money with you.

All children are expected to wear the navy blue
school sweatshirt with the school logo when they go
on educational excursions and to wear their school
P.E. T-shirt in the relevant house colours for their
gym lessons.

Meet the Teachers Evening & PTA

The PTA AGM will be held on Wednesday 15%"
September at 7.00 p.m. in the gym. | will also be
taking the opportunity to talk to the parent body.
Please note that there are still some unfilled
positions on the PTA. Please contact Laura
Gladstone if you are interested.

The ‘Meet the Teachers’ evening follows this. At this
meeting your child’s class teacher will outline some
of the plans for this academic year.

Refreshments will be served during the evening.
Please put the date in your diary. More details will
be found in next week’s newsletter.

Swimming

The swimming programme, for Years 4D, 4R, 5 & 6
will start next week. Further details will be provided
to parents of involved classes via school and class
parent representatives. Swimming hats in house
colours can be purchased from the school office at a
cost of SEK20.

Information to the office

If you have recently moved, if you have a new
telephone number or if you have finally received
your child’s personal number, please let Susan know
as soon as possible. It is very important that our
records are up to date and we have a contact
number for emergencies.

House Soccer Competition

The children in Years 3-6 will be having their annual
soccer competition on Monday, 20" September. The
matches will take place on the athletic field at the
lower end of Ostra Valhallaviagen from 1.00 p.m.
and all parents are welcome to come and watch.
The tournament will conclude at approximately 3.00
p.-m. More information will be given in next week’s
newsletter.

Open Communication Policy

The most successful primary education is the result
of a partnership between home and school and we
strongly believe in the value of working closely with
parents to support children’s learning.

If you have any questions or concerns please
approach the appropriate member of staff to
arrange a time to talk. Where questions are related
to your child’s learning or day-to-day activities at
school, please contact the class teacher. For more
general enquiries, please make an appointment via
Susan Brayshaw in the office to talk to me or to the
Deputy Principal, Richard Clarke.

End of Day Collection

Teachers of all year groups accompany children to
exit doors as they leave school at the end of each
school day. Children will only be released directly
to the adult collecting them so please ensure that
you are visible to your child and their teacher from
their exit door. Team 3 children going home
unaccompanied must have written permission from
parents.

Security

I would like to remind you of the school’s security
procedure. Anyone coming into school after 9 a.m.
should report to the school office and also ‘check
out’ with Susan Brayshaw on leaving.

Visitors can only enter the school during the school
day by the front door, which has video intercom
system connected to the school office. This system
will not operate at the end of the school day when
children are being collected.

I would ask you all for your co-operation in making
this system work. | am sure you will agree that we
cannot be too careful when it comes to the security
of the children in our care.
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French Lessons

French lessons, by a certified
French teacher, will be offered
after school on Mondays and
Wednesdays. There will be two
groups, one fluent in French
with an emphasis on grammar,
reading and writing. The
second is for beginners.

PTA Coffee

With the start of another school year, the monthly
not-so-intellectual gathering of BIPSS dads
continues anew. The men’s Book Club will host its
first meeting in the friendly confines of a good
Stockholm watering hole on Friday, October
1%, Book Club is open to all BIPSS dads interested
in making their own friends and

sharing a frosty beverage (and an

occasional curry).

Details of the first meeting, and
dates for subsequent Book Club
events, will be sent by email to those
who are interested.

Additional Information Package

With the newsletter this week you will find the
‘Additional Information Package’ for this current
school year. The school year planner for 2010/2011
will be sent out with next week’s newsletter.

All families will receive a medical information form,
which should be completed for each child and
returned to the school office as soon as possible.

New families will also receive a health report form,
which should be completed and returned to the
school office as soon as possible.

New families will find a copy of the school’'s
Calculations booklet in their package. Advice for
supporting maths learning in individual year groups
will be provided as part of the ‘Meet the Teachers’
evening.

New families will find a copy of the school’s guide to
Literacy in their package.

New families will find their child’s house colour
noted in their copy of the information package.

The first weeks of term, whilst exciting, are always a
busy time so | wish all of you a relaxing and
peaceful weekend.

Yours sincerely,

Jane Crowley




